Objective: The objective of this study was to evaluate and compare the performance of children in preschool age who were born premature and term, without neurological injury, regarding receptive and expressive language skills, and to reflect on the importance of these skills for performance in were statistically significant differences. In the MacArthur Communicative Development Inventory there were statistically significant differences in expressive vocabulary, but no differences in receptive vocabulary, for both the mothers and the teachers. Conclusion: Children born prematurely with low risk of neurological sequelae in preschool age may have greater difficulties in linguistic performance than their peers born to term.
Introduction
Prematurity is a relevant condition in public health, due to the variability in developmental trajectories of children, it also may cause negative academic and social-emotional repercussions 22 .
The World Health Organization (WHO) defines preterm birth as any birth before 37 completed weeks of gestation, this can be further subdivided based on gestational age: extremely preterm (<28 weeks), very preterm (28 -<32 weeks) and moderate to late preterm (32 -<37 weeks) completed weeks of gestation 19 .
Premature infants are born in a fragile condition, which often places them in a risk situation, not only regarding survival, but also possible deficits in the overall development, specifically, language and learning. This type of deficit can manifest later in life, such as in school age 13, 14, 17, 18, 21, 25 .
Despite being widely recognized, the relation of this issue on school performance, as well as the nature of learning difficulties, are not yet fully understood 25, 28 .
The development prognosis of preterm infants depends on the interaction of biological and environmental factors that affect the immature brain of the child. Several factors are reported as risk factors that increase the chances for changes in development, among them the presence of gestational and neonatal morbidities, gestational age, low and very low birth weight and neonatal and postnatal complications 6, 21 .
The greater the number of active risk factors, the greater the potential for developmental disorders.
Many researchers focus their studies on the developmental risks of extremely premature infants and individuals of very low birth weight; however, moderate and late preterm infants are also risk individuals for such changes.
Language is crucial for communication, academic performance and social function, therefore, it must be accompanied throughout child development 24, 25, 30 .
Regarding the development of language, studies show that there is a high probability of developmental delay for both receptive and expressive processes for premature infants, or even that they punctuate relatively less in evaluations of these processes when compared to children born at term 3, 5, 11, 12, 16, 20, 22, 28, 29 .
However, these aspects require further studies.
Difficulties in school learning can be related to language acquisition delays. These should be identified at an earlier age, even in the absence of evidence of brain injury 2 .
Studies on language development focus on the effects of prematurity on the performance of children in preschool and other school years, due to the possibility of difficulties in cognitive skills, particularly attention and executive functions, reduced performance in language on different linguistic levels, as well as behavioral problems 1, 15, 17, 20, 30, 31 .
Given this context, the objective of this study was to evaluate and compare the performance of children in preschool age who were born premature and term, without neurological injury, regarding receptive and expressive language skills, and to reflect on the effects of these for performance in preschool. Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT) 9 . The objective of this test is to assess the lexical development in the receptive field, providing information on the receptive-hearing vocabulary. We followed the rules proposed in the instruction manual to establish the base and the ceiling of the responses.
Materials and methods
Characterization of casuistry Figure 1 shows the characterization of the casuistry.
Mothers reported that they received no medical diagnosis, and that the children did not attend appointments for any area of development and did not identify the development problems of their children.
For statistical analysis we used the mean, minimum
and maximum values of descriptive analysis, we also productions and production of words; 17.5% eye contact, protest, request and offer; 15% report and imitate. In the CG, 5% had difficulties in the narrative category and maintenance of dialogic activities. Since it refers to the receptive vocabulary, statistically significant differences were not observed, but the expressive vocabulary presented statistically significant differences for both parents and teachers. Figure 3 shows the data obtained in the Student Assessment Protocol for the PG, we note that no information was considered relevant when compared to the CG. 
ABFW

Discussion
The objective of this study was to verify the performance of premature infants without neurological impairment that were not identified with developmental problems, despite the risk condition of prematurity.
Literature suggests that preterm infants without major neurological impairment may have milder functional problems which often are not diagnosed until school age 6 . There are also subtle problems that can relate to communication skills, causing poor performance in language levels.
Regarding the Observation of Communicative
Behavior (Table 1) The narrative of a story in oral or written form refers to the presentation of a series of events in temporal, fictional or factual order 8 . Narrative requires a more complex style of language, which is necessary for academic success, since it involves verbal skills such as the vocabulary and syntactic organization to produce tense and phrasal organization according to the language, factual memory and reasoning, among other perceptual skills 8, 21 . Thus, the narrative is considered a good predictor of academic success 3 .
Studies showed that preterm infants have higher chances of difficulties in tasks involving more complex language skills 8, 21 .
The difficulty to maintain attention was a category in which many of the participants of the PG had difficulties. Attention involves a series of processes Other studies link attention changes as interfering in the learning process of premature infants 5, 13, 24 .
Expressive vocabulary was assessed through the ABFW instrument (Table 2 and Figure 2 ). For UVD, the PG and CG obtained higher scores, respectively, in the categories: animals; shapes and colors; means of transportation; clothing; foods; furniture and utensils; toys and instruments; places and professions.
According to a meta-analysis study on the performance of preterm infants in language, premature and very low birth weight children had the worst performance in vocabulary, considering the semantic Receptive and expressive vocabulary (Table 4) were analyzed according to the reports of parents and The generalization of research data is hindered by the methodological differences of studies, such as cohort differences, eligibility criteria for samples, native language, cultural differences, instruments used and heterogeneity of the population of premature infants, regarding both biomedical and environmental factors. However, the risks of change in the acquisition and development of language should be considered.
We note that our sample was restricted, and in the training of the experimental group we did not consider the classification according to the gestational age (extreme moderate or late) or birth weight, but sought infants born preterm without neurological damage and complaints of developmental disorders.
We reiterate that future studies should follow the overall development of premature infants longitudinally, to contribute to the acquisition and development of skills that will promote performance in communicative activities and learning, as well as to invest in the best indicators to monitor the specific language skills throughout the school years of premature children.
Some findings of this study seem to be congruent, such as the influence of prematurity on child development, and especially the need for family counseling for the observation of child performance and school attention to prevent the deleterious effects of prematurity during his/her development and school life.
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One contribution of this study was to show that premature children may have problems in the acquisition of receptive and expressive vocabulary, even in the absence of neurological dysfunctions and family complaint. We note that in this sample the mothers did not present complaints of language alterations, however, in the statistical analysis there was a statistically significant difference for both receptive and expressive language. This study intends to contribute so the professionals who work with these children can be attentive to the performance in language tests of children born prematurely, even for those children who initially do not present complaints of delay in language development.
Conclusion
Children born prematurely with low risk of neurological sequelae in preschool age may have greater difficulties in linguistic performance when compared to their peers born to term. 
